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although an expedition on a large scale in Asia might, at
one time, have accomplished decisive results, the effort now
contemplated by the French is surely being made too late.
I do not believe the most optimistic soldier thinks that
the French Army will be able to make any appreciable
progress in the face of the strongly entrenched positions
which are being so energetically prepared by the enemy
to oppose an advance on Chanak from the southward.
I understand any wide detour would involve a long line
of communications requiring a far larger force than that
being sent out and any slight optimism which the General
Staff may possess is based not on any possible military
action, but on stories of* Turkish despondency and their
hatred of the Germans, the hope that submarines and muddy
roads will make it impossible for the enemy to supply his
ajmy in the Peninsula, etc., etc. I do not think we have
any right to count on such unlikely possibilities.

I have long felt that decisive results can only be brought
about by naval action, that the forcing of the Straits is the
only way to overcome the impasse at which we have
arrived and that, cost what it may, a determined effort to
do so should be made before the winter gales are upon us.

The daily reports of aircraft show that a very large
number of small and some large craft continue to supply *
the enemy by sea in spite of the activity of our submarines.
If a very small proportion of our available force could
succeed in getting into the Marmora the enemy in Gallipoli
would very soon be completely cut off by sea and his land
communications could be greatly harassed by day and
night by vessels on either side of the isthmus.

A force above and below the Narrows could, I believe,
soon cripple the defences sufficiently to enable supplies to
be passed up, at any rate by night. The force above
could, however, be self-supporting for at least three or
four weeks and decisive results might well be effected in
Gallipoli within that period with the assistance of the
Allied Armies on either side of the Straits well placed to
take advantage of a naval success.

It is surely worth risking much to win such a success,
and I fully believe the prise is well within our reach.
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